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Reb Have peruſod5theli Dia- 
Locus with fo much 
pleaſure, that had the. 5 E 
Pa author of them been en- 
tirely unknown, I ſhould bare 
wiſhed they might have been 
made public. But I muſt defire it 4 
with the greater earneſtnels, 1 3 | 
they were written by a Lady, Wittig 

whoſe valuable character 1 ha; . 4 
been acquainted ' many years, — I 
who has been long employed: in 4 
the education of children, with ll 


55 
great wiſdom, piety, and tender bi 
neſs, ſo as to have been inſtrumen 1 ; 

4 


tal, by the divine bleſſing, in form- 
ing ſeveral to a temper and conduct 
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in many amiable inflanes_ reſerab: 
ling her r. Yun Hy ADE 
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The ſubject of moſt, or N. all 


of them will eaſily appear to be im- 


portant; the thoughts and expreſ- 
fons, with ſuch little heightenings 


as muſt be allowed in all works of | 


this kind, ſeem to me very natural; 


and I have the pleaſure to affure the 
reader, that the DiaLoGuts them- 
ſelves are not entirely fictitious, be- 


ing generally formed on incidents 


: that really occurred in life, and gave 
coccaſion to ſuch kind of converſa- 
3 tions as are here .epreſented: 50411 


In ſeems to me a very e expe- 


ut thus to make children inſtruc- 
tors to each other. I queſtion not 
but theſe DiarLoGuts will be read 


with great pleaſure by thoſe of the 


. Age with the perſous repreſent- 
43 ed as ſpeaking in them: Their eu- 


ney” will be awakened, and their 
| | attention 
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attention engaged, by the variety of 
the characters, as well as by the 
little ſtories which are the e 
jon of theſe diſcourſes; and the 


PhT” ain * 
. —_— 
N 1 
_ ö 50 
x 7 f bh” 
4 * ; 
PX ? v 
2 
7 
N * 
= — 
E 
, 


Wocruſal of them will be an enter- 


tainment and reward rather than a 
labour, eſpecially if two children be 
employed in reading them together, * 


each taking it's proper part. This 


will give an additional ſpirit to the 
dialogue; will make it yet more 
caſily and diſtinctly underſtood ; zud 
under due mauagement it may form 
them to that free, eaſy, and lively 4 
pronunciation, on which ſo many of 1 
the graces of reading and ea, | 
depend. 4 


I hope the character of this little 1 
work, in concurrence with it's mo- 3 
derate price, will introduce it inte 4 
many families; and I will take the I 
liberty to add, that where minif--. i 

# 


ters catechiſe the children of their © 
congregations (which I hope is, ot 
will 1 n practiſed) this- 


book, 


PREBACE | 


"hook; as well as the new n 
of my worthy friends Dr. Muttes 
Song t for Children,. with the agreea- 

ble Wurde added to it, may 
make a proper preſent for ſuch chil- 
dren as diftingwiſh themſelves by 
learning their eatechiſms with dik- 
_ and exactneſs. 5 ; 


2 
— * 


'L coftlude wth my hearty. pray- 
ers, that the divine bleſſing may ſo 
attend the one and the other, that 
the children of the preſent age may 

grow up deeply tiuctured with thoſe 
reli ious ſentiments, which are ex- 
reſi both here aud there, in their 

- Hifferent way, with fo much caſe, 
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Jo thoſe Young Oxes, me bete I 
hands the following DI1aLoGuEs = 
__ come. e 7055 


ACC your: 18 efulneſs'i in life, iy Kapp 4 


neſs after death, have no ſmall depen- 

dence on thoſe impreſſions. that: are” 
made on your minds in your tenden years, 
and the notions. you now entertain, as to ſin 
and duty; uo means. ſhould be left PD 3 
that may. have the leaft rendenq ta. Nat 2 
ſo valuabie an end. Aud tho I am. ſenſible - 
4 eat 
helps have. been. afforded. to. you by: Much 
abler hands, yet Jam in hopes this arten * 
will not be altogether uſeleſs ; having this "0 
however to recommend it to you, that it is 1 
newz.which is no ſmall inducement to th | 4 
of your. age io peruſe à book when they | 
have no. great inclination. to read 4 
again their old ones. T hope, therefore, 1 
ſhall at leaſt gain a. pardon from all-that 
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pave any hand in all, education, for. a de- 1 
| 


<4 
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vii To the Young Readers. 


obſerved, this manner of writing is what 


you in general take delight in, I promiſe my- 


| ſelf your approbation fo far, as that you will 


read it when put into your hands. But 1 
have this farther to beg of you, that you 
wilt read it with due obſervation, and con- 
fider which of the children ſpeaking beſt 
ſuits your character as to temper and beha- 
viour; for tho" ] do not pretend theſe Dia- 
loęgues to be really ſpoken in the form pere 


repreſented to you, yet as I can aſſeft the 


fubſtance of them, eſpecially the moſt experi- 
mental parts, to be fact from my own rnow- 
ledge, I recommend them to you as exam- 


ples for your imitation, that you may raiſe | 
| in your breaſts earneſt deſires of coming up 

i knowledge and grace to the beſt there: 
aud then reſolve to follow the pattern they 


here ſet you, of doing what in you lies, to 
make thoſe you converſe with good too. For 
as nothing tends more to the ruin of youth 


than the evil counſels and bad examples of | 


thoſe they converſe with ; ſo it is not eaſy 
to be thought how much glory. might be 
brought to God, and good done to precious 
fouls, if thoſe of you who have been well in- 
ftrufted, and have been convinced of the 
worth of your own ſouls, and the neceſſity 
There is of devoting yourſelves to God in 
"hag WE 55 Chriſt 
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To the Young Readers. ix. 
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happrneſt, would do the uimoſt to Promote 
the like ſerious impreſſions on your compa= 
nions. N NE 


vine bleſſing attending it, be ſomeways uſe- 

ful for the increaſe of the number of ſuch 
youth as may be the comfort of their friends 
and the ornament of the church, may glori- 
fy their Creator here, and be glorified with 
Him ſiereafter, is the earneſt defire of the 
author, who has near at heart the intereſt 


of the rifing generation. 


Chitin, order” 70 ſecure your everlaſting ® 


That what'is here written may, by a i= 
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IV. On the death of 4 Child. F 
V. On Prayer. „„ 
VI. On e the Sabbath. 16 
VII. Ora proud and haughty Carriage to- 
1 wardls Inferiors. 
1 VIII. On Sickneſs and Death, 
= IX. On Peace of Mind in the near Views 
mo of Death and the Grave. © 29 
X. Oh Recovery from Sickneſs. * 35 
. On 8 and 963 to Pa- 
rents. 28 80078 
XII. On a ſuitable B JL. os in the Wor- 
ſhip of GO. 44 
X11. On remembering what we hear. 59 
XIV. On the Lie to be made of what is beard. 57 
1 | XV. Encouragement received in hearing. 59 
ll 2 XVI. Between Eliza and Maria, two 15 * 
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Between Maſter S4 it Main ; 
5 BILLY, againſt Ly1Ns. | . 


Sam. HAT's the Watte Billy 2 Ven IN 
> look as if you had been a- crying. 
Bil. appa has been angry with me. 
Sam, Wha has he been angry with you for ? 
Bil. I am aſhamed to tell you 3 [ have bean 
very vanghty indeed. 1 
Sam. Nay but tell me what it was, 1 won t "i 
tell any body; and you know tell 100 a 
thing y ou: aſk me * ©1254 ag 
Bil. TI have told a lye. My} pappa 1 F 
me with a fault T had committed, and I deni- 
ed it; at laſt he made ine own Ty, © and E 4 
corrected me. 22 
Sam. That was a little 1 aan . 
made you confeſs, to correct you, without- # 
N hady one ſomewhat very bad ier HY 7 
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have a 


is worſe, make God angry with me. 


God is very angry with us when we tell lies. 1 
never knew ſo much of it before, but my pappa W 
has told me what a ſad thing it is for children 
to tell lies, and ſhewed me where Chri/t has 
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Fo another ptace, that all liars ſhall haue their part by 
and is not this enough to grieve me ? | 
85 about it. 


never told me that God would be angry with 3 
me, and that I ſhould be the Devil's child if If 

did; for then I believe I ſhould have been afraid 
= - as well as you. But are you ſure tis true ? _ 
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Bil. No, that was but a ſmall fault: it was 
not what I did; but the denying it, Iwas cr | 
rected for and I am ſure 1 deſerved it. 

Sam. Nay then, if you are ſatisfied, dow t 
look o dull: come clear up and be brif 

Bil. No, Sammy, J am not ſatisfied, for tho'| ü 
1 have no reaſon to complain of my pappa, 1 F 

great deal to be angry with myſelf, | 
that I ſhould offend ſo kind a pappa, andy what | '# 


% 


_- 
431 Wo 


Sam. No, nv, don't be concerned Abbt 7 
that, I have told a lie a great many times, and 
od was never angry with me, that I know of. 
Bil. No, it may be you don't know it, but i 


faid, that the Devil is the ſather of liars; and in 
in the lake which burns with fire and brimflone ; J 


Sam. I don't know, I never was concerned ] 
My pappa fays, that tis a very x 
naughty thing for children to tell lies, but hel 


Bil. Yes, I am ſure my pappa would fot 


he ſhewed it me in the word of God, and 
made me read to him in the 5th chapter of 
the 4s, how Anantas and Sapphire Wi 
firuck dead for telling a lie, We 
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1641 L IAR DIALOGUES. N | 
Sam. That was ſad indeed! I ought to 1 
le ls God, that he has not ſtruck me TID A 
hen, that have told ſo man 7). 3 
0 Bil. Well Sammy, I hope we ſhall both -. 
ee beed what we ſay for the future, and pray * 
0d d to forgive us what is paſt. 
* Sam. Will God pardon us then, if ve 
on't tell any more? 

17 5 Ves, if we are ſorry, and pravikiga for 
il g 's ſake to forgive us; for my papa told 
1 nh; he has ſaid, Whoſe confe Meth and „ 
%, Shall find mercy. 
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DIALOGUE II. 


Between 277 Charlotte, and M; iſs Olivia, 
On reading the Seripture. i 


1 


bes 
2 
2 
— 


Lhar. Came to play with you, Olin this | 
afternoon, if I ma 157: N 4 
Oliv. Yes, Charlotte, why ſhould you. 12 £ 

ion it; for I am very glad to ſee you, a my = 

amma 1s always willing to haye you here... Ef I I 

Char, I was afraid you had gota taſk: to 

earn, becauſe I ſaw you with a book in your © 

aand, that made me ſay fo. . 
Oliv. No, I was not getting any thine; 

as only reading a chapter to myſelf. 7 2 

Char. Nou love reading better thai I, f $708 

think I have reading enough at ſchool, 1 

don't love to read at home too. 

Oliv. Not love to read the word of God. # A 


4 3 
LS. 4 


Charlotte. : tis ſad indeed if you don't. ñ⁸ 
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41S 4 FAMILIAR: 014106: 
Char. Yes, Ilike it well enough to read it; 
but not at ſchool, and at home too. 
Oliv. | read at ſchool as well as you, but 
2 generally read a chapter to papa or mamma 
beſides, and ſometimes to myfelf.. -_ 
Char. If you like to read fo much, tis no- 
thing to me; but I think you have no great 
occaſion for it, for you can read better than l. 
_ Oliv. No ] can't; but that is not che chief 
thing I read at home for. 

Char, No; I thought what all chilliron read 
their books for was to learn. 

Oliv. Pray what do other people end 01 ? 
Don't your pappa and | mamma too read the 
bible? 

Char. Yes, but they read it to mind the 
ſenſe, which is none of our buſineſs till wel 
are bigger. 
| Oliv. O dear Charlotte, Jon) t ſpeak ſo! 
What, is it none of our buſineſs to know ; 
what God has ſaid to us in his word ? ; 
Char, No, not till we are older, for we 

can't underſtand it yet: I can't at leaſt, 1 
don't know what you do, | / 
Oliv. Yes, you and I too are capable 7 . 
underſtanding ſomething of it, if we read it 
carefully; nay, there's my little brother; who 
is not above five years old, will very often 
give my mamma an account of what he has 
been reading at ſchool, and if *tis any pretty 
Rory, -will tell her moſt of it. 

Char. Why, are there any pretty ftorjes | in 
che bible? I love ſtories uns Oh but never 
found any . ones there. 
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Oliv. No, that's ſtrange indeed yaw, „ 
well ſay you did not underſtand what you 
read; but the reaſon is becauſe * did not 
mind. 
Char. Yes, I do mind, or elſe how could - 
learn to read? 
Ol. You mind to read the worde gib 
but I find, not at all what you are reading 
about. | 
Char. No indeed, that's true, for I alway 8 
thought 'twas what 1 knew nothing of. But 
whar are the ſtories about! 2.1 ſhould like to 
2 W miod them. 

Oliv. I am ſorry to oe. you ſo i ignorant in- | 
deed, Charlotte. Were,you never taught Who 
was the firſt man? And who was ſay T2: in the 
ark when the world was drowned ? _ + 

Char, Yes, I was taught thoſe queſtions | 
when I was alittle baby, and was in-my 
primmerr. of 

Oliv. Well, and don't you remember read 
ing thoſe ſtories when you were in eb egin- 
ning of Geneſis ? | 

Char. No, Indeed I don? t, are they here... 

Oliv. Yes, and-towards the latter end is 
the ſtory of Joſeph that his brethren ſold int 
Egypt. |: owt; n 

(ar. e e 2 was in then 72 
queſtions; and there was one about Daniel's * 
being put into the lion's den, is that? in the. 2 
bible too ? | 4 

Oliv. Yes, that is in the 6th chang . 
Daniel; and in the 3d chapter is the (ory be 2 3 

the three children in the fiery furnace. 
7. B 2 ¶ bar. N ; 
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them. But pray tell me what others there are? 


— I 
Va 


to ſave ſinners ; that he was born of the vir- 


a great many miracles, made the blind ſee, 


forgot it. Is all this in the New Teſtament ? 


- theſe ſtories ; I'll read ſome every day, and 


you will be pleaſed with them. 
keep you any longer in talk about this, we'll 
go to play if you pleaſe, 


x 74) 1 
. : ® . 
# 2 4 » 
10 4 + 


Odbar. Tl look for thefe ſtories, and read 


Oliv. Charlotte, there are ſo many that 
I can't tell you a quarter of them, In thei 
New Teſtament, the firſt five books are full 0 
of very pretty ones. | 7% 
Char. What are they about ? 3 
Oliv. J hope, Charlotte, your mamma has L 
told you, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world if 


gin Mary ; that whilſt he lived here, he did 


the deaf hear, the lame walk, and raiſed the 
dead to life. | 
Char, I don't know; if ſhe has, I have 


Oliv. Yes, as alſo how Chrifi was put to 
death on a croſs, how he rofe again the third 
day, and afterwards aſcended into heaven. 


Char. Well, I believe I ſhall love to read 


mind more what is read at ſchool. 
Oliv, Pray do, and I don't queſtion but 
But ] won't 


and have a little 
more diſcourſe te next time L ſee Jou. L 


4 | FF, , 6's 3 5 . | 
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att 
DIALOGUE III. 


Between the ſame, on reſetting. on phat "-M 
| As read. a 


OU ſee, Charlotte: I Hive ook re- 
turned your viſit, and am glad to 
find you employed as you found me. 
Char. Yes, Olivia, I have been reading x 
ſome ſtories every day, fince F was with you 
I am glad you put me upon it, for I haye 

been mightily pleaſed with them. 

Oliv. So J thought you would, when you 
ſaid you loved fories, and Ihope you will con- 
ſider what uſe you are to make of them, for 

*tis with that defign they are written for us. 

Char. Dear Olivia, I muſt beg you to tell 
me how I muſt do that, for I don't know.z 7} 
but I ſhall be willing to learn whatever you's 
will teach me, for 1 find that you have been 
better inſtructed than 1, and know«a great | 
dear mars... 7 

Oliv. That I have had dogd inſtruction Fa 
muſt own, for my Pappa and mamma have 
taken a good deal of pains with me, but to mx 
ſhame may I ſpeak it, I know butlittle; how - 4 . 
ever I ſhall be very willing to tell you atiy 1 
thing I do know. And as to what I was: 4 
enk of, my pappa has often put mem 
(hen have read a ory to lu) on thin 


% 
* 


7 Ols. 


v5 po 7 OV” 


particularly ſuitable to me, 
| —_ 
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Char. Pray make this a little plainer to me, 
for I dowt well underſtand you. 
Oliv. I will if Ican. Tell me what ſtory 
ou have been reading now, Charlottt, and we 
will ſee what we are to learn from that, and 
then you will know what I mean. 
Char. I was reading in the 2d book of Kings, 
2d chap. about the children that mocked the 
prophet Eliſba, and how two ſhe-bears came 
out of the wood, and tore forty-two of them. 
Oliv. That is a very remarkable ſtory 3 in- 
deed, what did you think vhen you read it 2. 
Char. 1 thought they were very wicked 
children, and God ſhewed how angry he was 
with them, by letting the bears kill them. 
Oliv. That was a very good thought, You 
member what they ſaid, "Jon" t you? | 
Char. Yes, Go up thou bald head, go up thou 
Bald head. 
Oliv. Well, and what 1 it ſo wicked in 
them to ſa ſo ? For tis to be thought ? twas 
true that the prophet was bald. . 
: Char. I ſuppoſe twas becauſe they ſpoke ; it 
to deride and jeer him; did they not? 
Oliv. Les to be ſure chey did. They could 
not think what to ſay, to expreſs their ſcorn | 
np contempt of this holy man, and ſo jeer'd: 
| him on account of a natural defect. And ſure 
this ſhould be a caution to all children (who. 
are but too prone to. this evil) never to expreſs 
their contempt of others, by mentioning anyg 
natural or accidental infirmity or dect, 
\ Char. I did not think of this uſe of the ſtory 


| before ; but as you ſay, tis indeed a very 
common 
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Common thing, when we would ſhew our an- 
ger againſt any, to callꝰ em erooked; Eump= 
back'd, bald-pated, one-ey'd, or whatever 
other imperfection they may have, \ which uy 
ſtory convinces me is very Wrong. 
Oliv. It is indeed, and as my TINT me 
hen I read it to bim, I ſhould confider, that 
tis both fooliſh and wicked... TIs very filly 
to reflect on any one for what he can't help; 
and *tis. very wicked, as tis indeed reflecting 
on God himſelf, "who: made us 91 and for 


n they came; and * e bor, 3 "of 5 
theſe children, methinks, ſhould be enough 
to check us, whenever we find, any inclination 
ſo much as to entertain any thought of this 
nature; much rather ought we to, turn our 
minds to thankfulneſs and praiſes to our gra- 
cious God, who has form'd us ſo perfect, and 
preſerv'd us from being n maim d or veto 
be ſad diſaſters, | by 


1 
wr 
; 
1 


Char, Dear Obie, I am much 92 8 % be 


e 
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4 DIALOGUE 1. 
2 the 3 on be death: of a a child 


Char. - | "Have n a quick return of your 0 
F- viſit. But, what's the matter, dear 5 
Olivia; 9 what do you cry for? © ; 
Oliv. Matter enough, "Charlotte, my, | bro. 
tber Philander is dead 
Char. Dead? I am very bor tor that, 
when did he die? 
' Oliv. This Woti about ten © lack" 
Car. He was well when you were with me 
hal, was he not? pray what did he die of? 
Oliv. Take but he was taken ill pig next 


* 


1 » Oliv. No, I hatin not; for 1 am afvaid l ain 
"we W not ſo fit to rd as be was, I wiſh I were. 

= * Char. I hope you won't die, indeed I ſhould 
1 |. be very ſorry to loſe you; but T wonder you 
we Thould think Philander Fitter to die than you. 
oe. Oh Oarlotte, he was always a very 
good child, he took a great deal of delight in 


- 


' hearing and reading good things ; he would 

2 £9 by himſelf to pray every morning and 
night; and I never remember his making pap- 
pa Vor mamma angry with him but Stel and 
dien he went by himſelf preſently to beg par- 
FJoön of God for 155 diſobedience, and would 
not reſt till he had obtained their pardon too. 
r Cuban, 
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Cbar. He was an extraordinary child indeed, 
of his age, but I think you are as good, I am 
fare I never ſaw one that knew ſo much as you. 
Oliv. So much the worſe for me, Charlotte, 
hat I ſhould know fo much of my duty, and 
o it no better ; my dear brother that is gone, 
ook care to put in practice what be knew. 
Char. So do you, I believe, for 1 have 
heard you much commended. 
Oliv. No indeed I have not, I have fre- 
quegtly diſpleaſed my parents, and often 
omitted ſecret prayer, which this dear little 
creature would reprove me for; and now he 
is gone, I with I had minded him more. 
Char. Well, come, pray don't cry any on- 
ger; you may follow his advice now; and 
hope this account will do me good, for T al 
ſure I am a great deal worſe than you; andif 


Oliv. T hope God will give us repentance, 
and forgive our ſins, that when we die, we max 


low him; but ſometimes I fear I never. ſhall. 

Char. J came to learn of you, not to teach 
you; but I cannot forbear telling gyou of pee” | 
F read this morning, which I think is ſuitable 


Oliv. What 1 18 it, dear Char latte | Pl Tong.” 
to hear. | 

Char,” It is in Ja. lv. 7. Tet the i 
for/ake his ways, and the unrighteons man his 
5 and let him return to the Lord, and 
be 


you are not fit todie, what will become of me? 1 


go to heaven, where my dear brother is cone”. 5 
For he told us he was going to Gd and Chrajt 
and bid us not cry for him, but prepare to fol 


to us, bot for Areas and encouragement. - 
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4 will have mercy upon him, and to our Coca, for 
+ he will abundantly pardon. _ 

Oliv. This is a ſeaſonable word indeed. 
God grant we may forſake-every ſin, and fin- 
cerely return to him, and then we have his 
promiſe of pardon; and if our fins are „ 
ed, we {may be ſure our ſouls $ ſhall be ſaved. 


£3 DIALOGUE N 


Berucer Miſs Chloe aud MA. if Dorinda, ot 
PRAYER. 


* pappa has given me leave to 
ſpend this afternoon with Jon 


5 you: are not 1 


Dor. No, Chloe, I am IN ways engaged, 1 a 
. be very glad of your company. = 

Cb. What book was that you were reading 
in when I came in? 

Dor. A very pretty book, Dr. Hats $ 
> Prager for children and youhs did you never 
- Jeet? here it is. 

5 CH. No, not as I reruember. Is all thi 
Papers. 7 

Hor. Great part of it, but here are alſo 

ee conſiderations to excite us to the duty, 


- = 15 and ſome directions for the right peformanc 
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bl. And did you ever get any of thoſ 
"prayers? ; 

Dor, Yes, my mamma taught me thi in- 
war F prayer as ſoon as s L could Py 5 "tha 


FAMT LIAR DIALOGUES. 13 
he young child's, and now I have learn'd 
hoſe for children of twelve years old, ' = 

Chl. But you are not ſo old 1 or came 
you to learn them? 

Dor. I amalmoſt; and my mamma had 
old me the meaning of thoſe words in them 
did not underſtand. 5 
Chl. But I ſuppoſe they a are longer, and 1 
hould not like to get long prayers, and be 
pbliged to ſay them every morning and night, 
Es 1 {uppoſe you do. 

Dor. Why, Chloe! 1 hope you do not think: . 
it a hardſhip to get any thing that is good, 
dr to be ſo long employ*d every day in pray=-. 3 
Ing to God. What prayers do you uſe? for 
don't doubt but your pappa has inſtructed — 
ou in your duty, as to praying to God. 
Chl. Yes, indeed my pappa has often ralk'd 3 
o me about it. When my mamma was alive, 
remember I uſed to ſay the ee, 1 
to her night and morning, and after her dent: 

a ſervant was ordered to hear me; but ſines 25 7 
I grew bigger, that I was not required to fax $$ 
it to any body, to tell you the truth, tis vas 
ſeldom ] ſay it at all. = #1 2 
Dor. I am very ſorry to hear this indeed, 
Chloe, and yet you own your pappa has told 1 
you of your duty. ' $65 
Chl. Yes, but I generally forget In; 2 MF 
| Dor. Forget to pray to God for the:mer-' 2 
fe ies you want; that's ſad indeed} if God: 

I ſchould thus forget you, what do YOU think” 3 
ni would become of vou — 
l. Sometimes of an eusniug I chink ofit, © 4 
but when tis dark Lam afraid to ine 2 
Dor 
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* FAMILIAR DIALOGUES: 92 
Dor. I don't wonder that you are afraid; 11 
b ſo ſeldom pray to God to preſerxe you. 
or, my part, if I ſhould uot commit myſelſ 
to the protection of God before I lie dowi 
mould fear he would be ſo angry with me, 
as to ſuffer ſome mifchief to come upon. os 
| before the morning light. 
bl. But my pappa goes to prayer with ik, 
1 1 don't ſee any need inn 18 for me tos 
pray beides, - 
Dor. Indeed, Chlee, I am \ afraid = your: 
"alk, that you never prayed in your life. 
22 Nay, Dorinda, now you wrong me, 
Tam ſure ; what, won't you believe me? 
* make ho doubt, my deaf; of the 
= ruth of what you ſaid; but I believe what 
' "= 2 call praying, I gon" tr: LT 
. Nay, Idon't know what you: mean.n now. 
. 1 & Dor. 1 will tell you. I don't call it praying, 
do ſay the words that are in any prayer, 
or to be down whilſt the maſter of the fa»! 
muy prays; this you ſeem to account praying. 
Ves, I don't know what praying is, 
_ this is not. I thought this was what eve» 
TH body called praying. 
Por. No, Chloe, pray ing is the work: 5 the 
, ahd without we ſend. up our defires to 
. our prayers will do us no for it 
is the heart God looks at in al ourapproarhel 
to aim. . 
l. Vou talk of what I don r well undefg 
| an: but I can't think but L have prayed is 
Jen a great many times in my life: 
Hor. Lou tell me when you pray, you a1 
the Cerner» ; now I will defire. You "a 
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U me with what Wanner of mind you haye "2m I 
1d it? _ 
br What temper of mind! indeed, Dorin- . A 
J don't know what you mean. I find * 
5a know a great deal more of theſe things _ 
dan I; pray explain it to me. 9 
Dor. What I mean is this, when you are 
ying, Our father, which art in heaven, do you 
ith awe and reverence think of God as your 
zavenly Father? Do you find a defire to love 
nd obey him as a child? When you are pray- 
g that he would forgive your ſins, do you 
nd a ſenſe of ſin, and lorrow for it > So in the 
ft, do your thoughts go along with your 
ords, or do you only ſay over what you were 
Poght, and think nothing about it? Like= 
ite when your pappa is at prayer, do you” 
ind what he ſays, and lift up your heart to 
Pod, deſiring from him the mercies prayed). 
or? Now you underſtand me, don't yu? 
Chl. Yes I do, and muff confeſs, that f 
his is praying, I never did (as you ſay) prays = 
o God in my life. I 
Dor. But Chloe, IJ hope you will not omit it 
ny longer, and that in ſecret as well as in the 
amily ; for Chriſt has commanded us to enter 4 
nto bur eloſet, and ſhut our doors, and there 
ray to our father which ſeeth in ſecret ; and 
or ourencouragement has promiſed, that theſe 
dur ſecret devotions ſhall be rewarded openly.” k 
Chl. But my thoughts are almoſt always of 
y play ; and I don't know how to fix che * . 
is you talk, on good things. a 5 
Dor. The harder you find it to fix your mind, . 
he more occaſion you _ to endeavour it; : 
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Wo And l am perſuaded, if you would, be fore yc 
1 Wl TA begin, fit down and conſider the many, me 
dies you have received from God, and wh. 
1 you ſtand in need of, the many fins you hay 
i 3 committed, and the dreadiul conlequencesq 15 
4 them, if God ſhould not forgive them, cv 
1 endleſs miſery; I fay if you think over thei 
= things, you will not nced many more conſid 
} [i + rations to put you into a ſerious temper; 0 
Win find yourſelf ſo much concerned. in. th 
37 acceptance your pray ers mcet with, as will pu 
1 fer vour into your deſires. And 15 vou pleak 
4 i  T will lend you this book, becauſe I thin 
ns theſe prayers are ſuch as you will underſtand 
1 Chl. Pray do, and [ will get ſome, and tr 


to uſe them in the manner you have directe 
Dor. You will find there better directig 
_ than I can give you, and pray God blel 
them to * 
_: bemer- 
—_ DIALOGUE::VI, 


Between Miſs Emilia and Miſs Lemin 


| 6 ‚ 1 1 

ITE] 6: 5 1 2 A o . ; 
_ on keeping the SABBATH. 
RT | 2 2 : | 


Enil. F you won't be angry, Lemira, I. 
| tell you a fault you were guilty df 

- yeſterday. 7 
em., . Emilia, indeed I ſhan't, for! 
1 be ou will do it out of love to me. 
_ Emil. 1 aſſure you ] do, for my end is, tha 
pon may amend without correction; for Tal 
Jure if your pappa knew what you did Ja 
night he would be very angry. Le 


5 
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2s I believe I gueſs what you Wy 5 
pray tell me. | 
Fil, J look'd in at the window as I came 
m church, and ſaw you employ'd very un- 
Fably to the day. If my mamma had not 
5 n with me, I ſhould have ſpoke to you, 
Lem. | thought what you meant, and I wiſh 
1 had, it would have ſaved my brother and 
a ſevere correction, for my pappa caught 
at it; and after laying before us the evilwe. 
re ouilty of, by prophaning the Lord's-day, 
d us he ſhould give us deſerved correction 
the morrow, which we this morning had. 
Emil. Lam very ſorry I did not ſpeak to you, 
t thought my mamma did not ſee yeu, 
d I was loth ſhe ſhould know. But me- 
nks if it was the firſt time you had offended 
this account, Mr. — might have thought 
ſufficient to convince you of the ſin, and 
erve the ' prota if you ſhould be guil- 
again. 

one Lord's- day night, after we came from 
urch: 1 was got by myſelf, and very bufily 
gaged in play, when my mamma came into 
> room, ſhe was very angry with me, and 
dk me up into her chamber, where ſhe turn- 
me to, and cauſed me to read thoſe places 
ſeripture, wherein God commands us to 
ep holy the ſabbath-day; and alſo, where 
dd ipeaks of it as the great reproach of wt 
cked people, that they {aid, what a wears" 
5 .it ts to ſerve the Lord! and when «vill the 
bath be over She likewiſe told me, that if 
ſtruction and reproof would not do; 3 ſhe 
ſt add correction next time. 


remember my mamma did ſo by - 


. dred ſiripes into a fool. 


me; and yet it may be the next Lord's-day, 
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Tem. Well, and were you never guilty oi 
the ſame fault again. | 
Emil. Never fo far as to be corrected for it, 
T never ſet myſelf to play again. I have no 
indeed improved the time between the public 
worthip as I ought to have done, in reflecting ; 
on what I have heard, in reading or getting % 
my catechiſm ; herein I have too frequently 
been defective, which I am fenfible is an evil, 
and what I onght to be more careful in, Ml 
Lem. Ah! Eailia, your mamma, and my 
pappa, have acted both alike; and herein il 
the difference, that you were ſo good and ſo 
wiſe, as to mend with reproofs; and I have 
been ſo fooliſh and wicked, that though 
have had them frequently repeated, they hay 
had no effect upon me, which, as my papy 
told me, obliged him to uſe ſeverer methods 
with me. 
Emil. I am forry to hear this, . for 
methinks that's a very diſingenuous mind 
that won't be wrought on without ſtripes.— 
Don't you know what Solomm ſays; that 4 
reproof entereth more into a wife man, has an hun. 


Lem. Indeed I muſt own myſelf very much 
to blame, I ſee my fin and folly, but, alas 
ſo have I done a great many times, and been 
as angry with myſelf as pappa has been with 


when nobody was by, I have done the ſame, 
though J have been taught that the eye of 

Sol is always upon me, and that he takes no- 

tice whether 1 fanctify or prophane his ay | 


Ei 
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Emil. I know you have the advantage of 
ood inſtruction as well as I, and I hope 
will pleaſe God to bleſs it to you, and that 
ou will never again have occaſion for a re- 
roof on this account, 
Lem. I hope 1 {hall not, Emilia. 128 
ou many thanks for your g g00d advice, and 
hall be glad of your company often, which 2? 
believe will be very ſeryiceable to me; for 
hough pappa is a very good man, and takes 
opportunities to inſtruct me, yet you 
now he has but little time for it, being much 
abroad. If my mamma had been alive as 
your's is, I mould have had greater advanta- 
ges; and beſides I can talk more Font Feb to 
Fou than to my pappa. 

Emil. I ſhall be very glad to be any ways 
df ſervice to he and Will be with, you as 
often as I can. Sas. 
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Betzween the ſame, on a proud and haughty. *Y 
carriage towards INFERIORS.' TT 


1 Lem. I Am very glad to ſee you, 1 have been 2 

withing for you all the after noon. 3 

Emil. I thought! law a little girl with you, 2 

I hope I have not ſent her away. =_ 

Lem. O, that's only a neighbour's daugh- 

ter that I let come and play with me ſome- 

times when I'm alone; I don't mind ſending | 
her away. 


G4 Emil. 


a > 15 8 5 Me. 
od i * 7 9 * 3 =o ., - > 
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Eu. Nay, bt pray let her come in agaln, 
"To would not have her go upon my e 
ſhe will be angry perhaps. 
_ Lem. So let her if ſhe will, I don' t eare; 3 
for to tell you the truth, I don't love ſhe 
ſhould come, but my Pappa has ſome ae- 
quaintance with her Fitter and mother, and 
he ſays they are very good people, and the is 
a pretty civil my ſo will have her here of- 
ten; bat they are poor folks, and I don't 


7 think her fit opens for me; however, as 


to affronting her, I can't do it, for if ! conld, 
I ſhould have done it long ago. 

Emil. Lemira, J am loth to be always find- 
iog fault with you; but you took what] ſaid 


laſt time to you, ſo well, that I hope I ſhalt 


not offend you if J am free in fpeaking again. 
Lem. No, Emilia, J ſhan't be angry, for 1 
aðm ture you ſpeak to me for my good. | 


Emil. Then indeed, Lemira, I am ſorry to. 


ſee fo much of a haughty tempet as you have 


= diſcover'd concerning this child. Vou know 
pride is very unbecoming as well as ſinful. 
Lem. I an't proud not I; but I think it is 
_ 8 beneath a gentleman's daughter to keep com- 
poany with ſuch poor children. 
Emil. Then I can aſſure you J very eiten 
act beneath my ſelf, for there's Lydia —, 
1 ſuppoſe you know her, don't you. 


Lem. Yes, I think her mother keeps a lit- 


A tle ſhop ; I believe I bought ſome ribband of | 


her once, is it not her you mean ? 


Beil. Yes, tis ſhe, and I can aſſure you! 
ſorhe of the nuns hours I ſpend, are in 


| Li I 


that child s company. 


— — cc» 


I * £8 on" * „ 
KT" AYR 3 4 . YO PF 8 "WET ADP". XY 
5 Ys x 4 - - * n 
+, * 49 7 
* 4 ak? II; 
+ 4 P - „ 4 


R ” * , 
«*Þ 8 bl e 
i, 3 2 18 

7 2 TE IS 4 * 
* 2 % > by 
* 


* 


FAMILIAR DIALOGUES. a" 


Lem. J cat't tell what you admire in her; 

ndeed, Emilia, I thought you had a better 
anc y, know the girl by frohr., 
Emil. You know her only by fiobt, and tbe 
ean, though decent, appearance the mths; 
enders her contemptible i in your eyes; but 1 
now her by intimate acquaintance, and her 
andſome carriage, good temper, wit, and 
above all goodnels, renders her an agreeable 
ompanion to me. 

Lem. I don't know what ſhe may be, but 

n general, I hope you'll allow it moſt proper 
o keep company with ſuch as ourfelves. 

Emil. Yes, I grant 'trs beſt when we can, 
to have ſuch for our intimates on this account, 
becauſe we are moſt likely to learn of them a 
behaviour ſaitable to the rank in whith we 
are placed. But then when we are with thoſe 
that are below us, we ſhould treat them with 
a great deal of civility and kindneſs, which, 
by your own account, you did not thts child 
we were ipeaking of. 

Lem. I am civil enough to her, I bk 
you would not have me carry it to her as if” | 
the was a rich man's daughter, would you? 4 

Emil. T would have you behave towards her 
as a creature of the ſame rank of beings with 
yourfelf ; and as conſidering that tis God a-' 
lone who has made a difference in the circum- 
ſtances of your parents and her's. But pray, 
before we goany farther, what are her friends? 
For I thought by the glimpſe I had of Net's - 
ſhe look'd prett well dreſs d. 5 "if 

Lem. Her father was deſign'd for a lawyer, 1 
me 4 have heard her By, was at Oxford for ; : 

OM learning; 3 
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3 learning; ; but his father, thro⸗ misfortunes, 


not being able to maintain him till, he got! in- 
to bufine is he was obliged to ſeek for a main- 


tenance in a meaner way, and got a place 
which brings him in hardly enough to keep 
them. As 1 to her dreſs indeed, ſhe generaily 


goes neat enough, for her Ke e was a gen- 
tleman'ꝰ s daughter, and ſhe takes pains to h ave 


her make as genteel an appearance as ſhe can 


with what ſhe has, which! is chictly my old 
clothes. 

Emil. Well, Lemira, now J think you 
much more to blame than | did before. 

Lem. Why ſo, pray ? 

"Emil, Becauſe, for ought I can find, ſhe 
came of as good a family as we. 

Lem. What if ſhe did? I tell you they are 


; ſo poor now, as to be glad of my old clothes. 


Emil. Then, according to your notion, I 
perceive if my pappa ſhould loſe his money, 


and grow poor, you would not care to keep 
me company any longer. 


Les, indeed 1 ſhould, . ; why 


E ſhould you have ſuch a thought | ? 


Emil. Nay, I. can think no otherwiſe by 


what youſay yourſelf. At firſt I thought you 


only meant that you did not like to keep 


company with the ordinary ſort of children.; 8 


but now 1 find the chief of. your objection 


lies in their parents not having ſo much mo- 


ney as your's and not being able to keep 
them ſo fine. Now I would only have you 
conſider how you would like it, ſuppoſing 
. pappa ſhould loſe moſt of what he has, 


& 
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(as many merchants have done) if you found 
yourſelf flrghted and detprted on chat account, 
and thought unfit company for any of Four 
old acquaintance; what would you 3 of it, 
making the caſe your own. 

Lem. I muſt confeſs I ſhould think i it very 
hard, 

Emil. Then I hope you will fee reaſon o 
change both your opinion and conduct, and 
beware of ſuch a temper and behaviour for 
the future; for the wiſeſt of men has told us, 
that pride goeth before deſiruttion, and a ha | 
ſpirit before a fall. And fo changeable and v un- 
certain is every thing in this world, that we 
know not how {ſoon we, who now make ſo 
great a figure through our parents proſperity, 
may by their death, or loſſes, be reduced to 
as jow a condition as this child now is in 2 
and the may by providence be raiſed to the 
height from which we fell. My mamma has 
frequently told me of ſuch inſtances, to teach?) 

me humility, and guard me againſt boaſting 
in what I at preſent enjoy. 

Lem. I am fully convinced of the reaſona - 
bleneſs of your diſcourſe, and hope, my deux 
Emilia, that I fhall think of, and endeavour 
to follow your good advice. 
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DIALOGUE VII. 


Between Ihe ſame, on Sick NE ss and DnarR. 


Was much concerned when your 

man came and told me you were ſo 

in you could not come out. I could not be 

eaſy without getting leave of my mamma to 
come and ſee you, 

Lem. That was very kind, Emilia. I was 


ſio bad laſt night, pappa thought I ſhould have 


died, but I am much better to day. 
Emil. I am very glad of it, and hope 'twill 


pleaſe God to reſtore you to health, What 


do you take? 
Lem. I don't know ; a great deal of naſty 


Nuff, But my doctor tells me I ſhall ſoon be 
well again if I take it, which makes-me do it 


willingly. 
Emil. So you ſhould; and I hope Fu pray 


to God to bleſs it to you. 


Lem. What! ſhould I pray to God when I 


} 5 take my phyſic? I did not think of that. 


Emil. If we ſheuld pray to God to bleſs 
our food, ſure we ſhould lift up our hearts to 
him to bleſs the phyſic we take, without 


wjzhich blefling it can do us no good; don't 


you think we mould 2 
Lem. I believe we ſhould, but indeed I ne- 
ver did. It may be, if 1 had, I ſhould have 


Enis. 2 
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Emil. Dr Jou know we ſay concerning 


any thing, if 'tis not worth aſking for, 8 


not worth having; and ſure it don't look as 

if we thought our health of any value to us, 
when we never pray to Gpd to reſtore it, if 
he has taken it away. 

Lem. You fay right; I will pray to God 
to make me well, for I am ſure I thould be 
very glad to be about again, and fit to play. 
If | ſhould be as bad to- night, as I was laſt 
night, I ſhould be frighted out of my wits. 

"Emil. I hope you will not : but what would 
fright you ſo much if you thould ? 

Tem. W. hy, now I know my pappa thought 
I ſhould have died: if I ſhould be ſo again, 
J ſhould think ſo too. 

Emil. I am ſure I ſhould be very ſorry if 

ou ſhould die. But What makes you much 
afraid of dying ? 

Lem. What makes me afraid? is not every 


body loth to die? Who would be willing to wg 


leave their friends, and be thutupin a cotfin, 
and be put into a grave for worms to eat? 1 
believe you would not, as much as you ſeem 
to wonder at me. 


Emil. I can't ſay but I have been much 


afraid of death, but on another account. 
Lem. Then you have been afraid of dying 


as well as I; pray what were your regen 


for it? 


1 
I © 
i add 


Ent, I feared I was not fit to die ; 408 that 7 4 


Imuſt go intoeverlaſting fire in hell, amongſt 
devils and miſerable creatures. 


en. That you had no reaſon to feat, for 


You | 


| day, and ſuch groſs acts of ſin; theſe yo 
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. were always a good child, id none buff 
wicked children go to the dev.” =- 

Emil. No, Lemira, you are dh þ niftaked 
I never was left to commit ſuch groſs fins as 
dome children are guilty of; but we were all 
born with inclinations to that which is finful, 
and I have too much followed thoſe Ginful 
defires in many inſtances, which made me 
juſtly fear the wrath of God due to me. 1 

Lem. I don't know, as to that I never had 
any fear about it; for I thought as I was noi 
fo wicked as a great many  childref are, | 
ſhould go to benden; ; and yet I always took 
1 to be a great deal better than I, ſo that 

can't but wonder you ſhould have ſacl 
thoughts of yourſelf ! 

Emil. O, Lemira ! tis not ſufficient for ou 
ſalvation chat we are better than ſome othe 
children; that we don't tell lies, ſteal, take 
the name of God in vain „play upon the Lord 


know we are reſtrained from, and were we 
guilty of, ſhould be corrected for by our pa 
Tents, which many of theſe poor children art 
not, but are, it may be, encouraged in by th 
example of their parents ; and therefore, I 
theſe things, 'tis not that we are ſo much bet 
ter than they, as that we have the happineſs d 
a better education, which makes the difference 
that our friends take more care of us, or elk 
tis to be fear'd, in moſt of theſe things, will 
ſhould have been as bad as they. We have thi 
| fame corrupt nature in us to diſpoſe us to evil 


1 you know, as to * the ſabbath, uf 
hay 
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ave both been guilty, and ſhould perhaps 3 

W vc run much greater lengths, had we not 
deen reſtrained. _ En. 

Lem. That's true, I remember very well 

What you mean, and muſt own, that notwith- 

Winding all pappa's reproofs, and your coun- 

ss too, I ſhould have gone on, had not the 

ear of ſevere correction hindered me. 
Emil. Then TI hope you are convinced ' tis 

lot enough to have the character of good chil- 

ren, that we are better than ſome others, when 

his is chiefly owing to our better inſtruction - 
Lem. In part I am, but want to know who 

re the good children in your account. 

| Emil. They are ſuch as not only keep from 

heſe groſſer fins, but whatever elſe 7 are 

aught is diſpleaſing to God.; who are deſirous 

o do whatever they know he requires of them, 

nd with their whole hearts give up themſelves 

o God in Chrift, ſenſible of, and ſorry for, 

heir paſt fins ; applying by faith to the blood I 

ff Chriſt for the pardon of them; and who re- 

olve, by his grace, they will ſerve him all 

heir days. heſe, and theſe only, can be 

Falled good children in the ſenſe I mean. 

Lem. But I don't know any children, ex- 

ept yourſelf, that are thus good. What, do 

ll others go to hell when they die? Y 
Emli. After they are come of age to be ca- 

dable of knowing the difference between ſin 

nd duty, and have been inſtructed in the way 

t ſalvation by Chriſt, 3 they do not apply to 


Chriſt 
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Chrift for pardon and grace, and make it 
their conſtant endeavour to forſake fin, and 
keep the commandments of God, I can 
ſee no hope for them: for our Saviour 
expreſsly lays, Except ye repent, ye [hall all like- 
wiſe periſh ; and that he who en not on hin 
is under the wrath of Gd. : 
Lem. Oh 1 what ſhall I do then 2 1 haw by 
not been one of theſe good children you talk 
of : and if I ſhould . worſe and die, what 1 
will become of me? _ 3 
„ Don't be affrighted, Lemira, I did noi 
ſpeak to terrify you, but to put you upon 
making a ſpeedy preparation for death, Ci 
Jeſus is ready to receive all who come to hin 
and has promiſed thoſe who ſeck him ny L 
ſhall find him. D 
Lem. Well, methinks, I ſee things quit 
otherwiſe than I did before. I am ſenſible | 75 
am a finner againſt God, and as ſuch hav 
deſerved to go to hell; and I can't but ad- 
mire the goodneſs, of God, in ſparing m 
when I was ſo bad, and giving me time t 
1 
Emil. Tis a mercy you ought to be ver 
thankful for, and I hope will be careful wil 
improve; which that you may, I pray Godt 
carry on 'the convictions now made on you 
mind to a full reſolution to give up yourſel 
to him, thro' Chri/? the only Redeemer. | 
muſt now leave you, and hope you'll be wel 


Enough to come and ſee me. 21 
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Lem. Dear Emilia, T thank you for 55 


ood advice and kind wifhes, and you may 
e ſure the firſt viſit 1 make will be t to you. 


Boe 


een the ſame, on Peace of Mind in 
a e near Views of Death and the Graue. 
of Emil. Am very y ſorry you are confin'd till, 
ol Lemira; I hop'd for the pleaſure of 


eeing you at our houſe before now. 
Lem. IT am very ill indeed, rather worſe 
han better; and I muſt expect to be worſe 
ill, for I find the doctor thinks I am in a 9 
onfumption, and ſhall not live long 
Emil. No, I hope not, Lemira; for 1 ſhould. 
de ſadly griev'd if you ſhould die. 
Lem. As to that, I am now very eaſy; jor 
truſt I have been enabled by the grace of 
od to repent of my fins, and believe in 
briſt ; and now I can ſubmit with chearful- 
eſs to the will of God, whatever it ſhall be. 
hope, if it ſhall pleaſe him to reſtore me, I 
all be enabled to ſpend the reſidue of my 
Ways in his fear, and to his honour and glory; 
dr if he ſhall ſee meet to remove me hence, 
truſt he will receive me into his glorious 
(ingdom above; the proſpect of which hap- 
inels has overcome all thoſe fears of death E \$ 
alk'd to you of, and made me think of it with 
Pleaſure. | | 
D 2 
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Emil. O Lemira ! ] cannot expreſs the de- 
light and joy it raiſes 1 In my breaſt to hear of 
this ha pl alteration in the temper of youll 
mind. ray how long have you Joya thi 
ſatisfaction? 

Lem. I ought to bide nothing from you, tt 5 

whom, under God, I owe ſo much, even mi 
comforthere, and happineſs hereafter ? an 
therefore I will give you as particular an ac 
count as I can. After you were gone, I {pen 
moſt of the evening in thinking over what ha 
paſt; nor was our converſation out of . 

mind long together all the next day. The con 
.cern I was under was fo great, that I beliey 

3t had no ſmall influence on my health. Tha 
evening I was taken exceedingly ill, and m 
pappa perceiving me very dull, thought com 
pany might divert me. He ſent for Lucy, th 
child we had the diſcourſe about; and thoug 

I have lik'd her much better, and carried i 
more kindly to her ſince, yet I was not pleas i 
at feeing her come in, for I wanted yon 
ſpeak my mind to, or ſomebody that migl 
give me ſuitable advice, which Ilittle though 
her capable of doing, but ſo it prov'd. 

Emil. Well then, I hope your ſentiment 
about her are now entirely altered. 

Lem. Altered, Emilia! I love her as if i 
were my fitter : Lam hardly ever eaſy. witho 
her; I was very ſorry ſhe could not be her 
this afternoon, till I ſaw you come in; who 
J affure you, are the only perſon whoſe com 
pany could make- up the loſs of her's, for: 
think ſhe knows almoſt as much as you. 
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Emil. That ſhe may ſoon do, and more too, 
r I know very li:tle confidering the advan- 
ges I have had; and perhaps a may have 
ad as good inſtructions 1 
Lem. Her parents have taken a great deal of 
ins with her; and ſhe has been as diligent 
improve by their inſtr uctions, as you will ſee 
what I ſhall tell you. Juſt after ſhe came 
„I was ſo bad that I could not forbear cry- 
g; at whichſhe ſeemed much concerned, and 
89 0 me not to cry, becauſe that would make 5 


e worſe. Oh! Lucy, ſaid I, if you felt what 5 


iſtreſs of my mind was greater than the pain 
my body, which made me that I could not 
pntain mylelf, Lucy then atked me where my 
ain was; I did not antwer her preſently ; 
ut ſaid ſoftly, Oh! what ſhall I do! what 
ill become of me! She overheard me, ancł 
aid, pray don't beſo much concern'd, I hope 
will pleaſe God to ſpare and recover you 
ut if not, if he takes you to himſelf, that 
51 be better than living here. O bur, Las 
hid I, I am not fit for death. But, replied 
e, dou? t you know that God 1s rich in mercy. 
all that call upon him; and if you pray in 
incerity to him, he will beſtow that grace 
n you, that will make you meet for glory. 
Vhen I found ſhe talk'd ſo like you, it en- 
ouraged me to be free with her; and I told 
er part of our laſt diſcourſe, and what had 
aſt in my own mind ſince, the fears I was un- 
ler, with the reaſon I thought I had for them; 
0 which ſhe replied, that ſhe was glad to 


D. 3 yy find 


wi 


feel, you would cry too; for indeed the _ ; 
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32 FAMILIAR DIALOGUES. 
find I had ſuch a fight and ſenſe of fin; and 
though there was the greatgſt reaſon to mouril 
for our fins, there was none to deſpair on thei 
account, fince Chrifi had invited every on 
who was weary of theirfins and burden'd with 
them, to come to him and he would giv 
them reſt; and can we indeed think that Chr 
came down from heaven, and laid down hl 
life to fave his people from their fins, and ye 
that he will reje& thoſe who come to implorq 
his aſſiſtance? But, ſaid J, how can I think 
that Chriſt will accept me who have bee 
guilty of ſo many fins? I have play'd upon 
the Lord's-day, diſobey'd my pappa, and 
hardly ever prayed to God; what can 
think will become of ſo wicked a child as I, 
but to go to the devil? To which ſhe repli- 
ed, are you not heartily grieved that you 
ſhould fo often offend God, and your pappa! 
And do not you now reſolve by the grace ol 
God, that if he ſhall ſpare your life, you will 
endeavour to perform your duty better ; that 
ou will, according to God's exhortation by 
the prophet Iſaiah, ch. i. 16, 17. Ceaſe tad 
evil, and learn to do well!? O yes, ſaid I, if! 
know my own heart, you have ſpoke it's fin- 
cere defires, Methinks JI would do or ſuffet 
any thing rather than offend God as I have 
done. Well, ſaid Luc, fince you are brought 
to ſuch a diſpoſition, hear what God ſays ii 
the next verſe of that chapter, and think 'tis 
to you he thus ſpeaks. Come, let ws reaſon 
_ rgther— Though your /ins be as ſcarlet, thi 
Dall be white as ſnow ; though they be red like cri 
Es, they ſball be as woul, | Emil. 


— 


* a 


* = I 
6. "5 Pj > ” 
Y 7 - 


* l 


FAMILIAR DIALOGUES: 33 k 


8 Zi. She applied herſelf in a very ſuitable 7} 
aner to you indeed, and with a great deal of © 
agment; pray what effect had it upon you? 
ne Lo, Thoſe laſt words ſeemed as if they 
ere indeed ſpoken by God himſelf to me; 


hey were impreſſed with ſuch power on my 
eart, as in an inſtant diſpelled i my fears, 
nd cauſed me to rejoice in him, as a God 
ardoning my iniquities, for the ſake of my 
ear Redeemer, I could not farbear expreſſing 
he joy 1 felt in my ſoul at this diſcovery of 
he love of God, in Cbriſt, to me, which Lucy 
as not a little pleaſed to hear ; and fatd a 
great deal more than I can relate togfou, to 
trengthen and confirm my hope and truſt in 
Pod; and ſhe is daily finding me out ſome 
romiſe or other, which ſhe thinks ſuitable to 
ny preſent caſe, to ſupport me in this time of 
ffliction, and raiſe me above the fear of 
eath. Thus, my dear Emilia, I have given 
ou a large account of the happy change 
hich J truſt is wrought in me, and how you 
ind Lucy have been made the means of it. 
Emil. God is ſometimes pleaſed to work by 
1e moſt unlikely means, to diſplay more ful- 
y his own power, that all the glory may re- 
ound to him, to whom l truſt you do aſcribe 
t. And as nothing is too hard for Almighty 
jower, I hope He who has forgiven your ini- 
juities, will alſo heal your diſeaſes, that you 
ay live a monument of his grace, and an in- 
trument of promoting his glory. = 
Lem. I know God can reſtore me, but as _ 
ere is little room to think of life in my caſe, 
Y- ] chuſe 
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34 FAMILIAR DIALOGUES, 
1 chuſe rather to turn my mind from this to 
the other world, and take a view, though it 
is but a glimmering, of the glory of the hea- 
venly ſtate, in order the more effectually to 
reconcile me to a departure hence; and when 
] think I ſhall be freed from fin,. and freed 
from ſorrow, and be for ever in the preſence 
of God my Father, and Chriſt my dear Re- 
deemer, methinks I am rather defirous than 
loth to leave this world, and whatever is 
k . deareſt to me in it, | 
Emil. Indeed death in this light muſt appear 
more the object of defire than dread ; for he is 
to the good only a kind meſſenger ſent by their 
Father to bring them into his preſence. And 
though the body mult lie for a while rotting 
in the grave, yet that we are aſſured ſhall be 
raiſed again, and made like to Chri/?'s glorious 
body, when he ſhall come to judge the world. 
Lem. It will be to, and in the mean while 
feel no pain as it does now; for there ap- 
pears nothing at all ſhocking to me in this. | 
can commit this fleſh to the grave in a firm 
belief of a joyful and glorious reſurrection to 
everlaſting life. — YO 
Emil. It rejoiceth me to find you thus got 
above the love of lite, or the fear of death. 
But the thoughts of parting with you almoſt 
overwhelm me, and I don't know how I 
ſhall bear the ſepatation when it comes. 
Lem. Nay, Emilia, I hope you that have 
taken ſo much pains to inſtru me in my du- 
ty, won't want to be put in mind by me of the 
reaſonableneſs of ſubmitting to the "_ 
God; 
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od ; and as to parting, methinks the un- 
W ficient to make you willing. Beſides, in a 


hall meet never to part more. | 

mil. I hope theſe conſiderations will i in 
me meaſure reconcile me to ſuch a provi- 
ace; but yet I cannot but with ſubmiſ- 
:- Won beg for your reſtoration : and, in the 
ean time, pray God continue to ſupport 


is which are not ſmall. But] fear you are 
ent with ſo much talking, and I have ex- 
ecded my time, I muſt therefore, dear Le- 
ira, bid you adieu. 

Lem. Pray God bleſs you, my dear Emilia, 
nd grant that if weſhould not ſee each other 
gain here, we may (as I doubt not we ſhall} 


ecting in the manſions of glory "above. 
ue 
DIALOGUE X. 


Emil. 10 My Lemira, with what pleaſure do 


I ſee my again, and fo finely re- 
covered 
Lem. Since it = pleaſed God to call me 


back, there 1s no one the fight of whom could 
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Leakable gain it will be to me, ſhould be 


ttle time you will follow me, and then we 


nd comfort you with thoſe conſolations of 


ave for this ſorrowful parting, a joyful. 


Between the ſame, on Recovery from Sickneſs. | 


afford me an equal joy; but you won't be. 


angry if I tell you that! hoped cre this to be 


Icngaged in better company. 


Emil, 
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Emil. No, my dear, far from it; I rejoic 
In that grace which was ſo brightly diſplay 
in not only carry! 75 you patiently and co 

Tageouſly through ſiekneſs, pain, and the nei 
views of death; but alſo filling your brei 
with ardent. longings after an admiſſion in 
thoſe | bliſsful regions which the eye of fait | 
took ſo delightful a view of. But I truſt it 
in much mercy your time is lengthened out 
and I hope you not only with ſubmiſſion, b 
thankfulneſs, fall in with the allotment 
providence herein. 

Lem. Indeed I can't ſay at firſt I did; 
was no ſmall damp to my mind to think 0 
coming back into a world, where I knew W 
ſhould be always ſinning, and frequently ſuf 
fering, when J had hoped to be admitted in 
to thoſe pure and Pease abodes, where 
ſhould neither fin nor forrow more. But Ly 

cy coming in, ſoon ſuggeſted ſuch confiderati 
ons as. brought my mind into a more- Tuitab 
diſpoſition, 

Eil Twas no ſmall comfort to me in m 
unwilling abſence from you, to think yol 
had ſo able and kind an afhſtant. 

Lem. She was made exceedingly uſeful t 
me indced ; and I hope I ſhall never forgs 
the obligations I am under both to you an 
her, whom it hath pleaſed God ſo remarka: 
bly to own in your kind endeavours for m 
ſpiritual and eternal welfare. And as I no 
leſs need the aſſiſtance both of your prayers 
for and advice to me now, in order to a right 


| improvement of the new r life I have | reve 
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71 doubt not you will be equally 1 to 
; int it. : 
Emil. You may depend « on any aſſiſtance + 
n give you; and though I am not capable 
directing you. in a work of ſuch impor- 
Ce, and of ſo large an extent, as it really 
es in all your future conduct, Lam writ- 
g you ſome heads of diſcourſes I heard on 
i © fubje& of ſickneſs and recovery, which I A 
i881 icve will be of no {mall uſe to you.. £2 
Len. That is very kind indeed, Emilia, 

c yeſterday brought me ſome remarks ſhe 
d been readingon the parable of the labour- 
in the vineyard, which I was much pleaſed 
th; and particularly this obſervation, that 
ch one that was called in did ſome work, 
"WH ough the length of time they laboured was 
equal. From 1 whence this thought aroſe in 
mind; I truſt my Lord hath called me, 
oO! oo by his word, but by his ſpirit and 
ace; but how unreaſonable was it to expect 

at I ſhould receive my penny, who had not 
ought one hour? It certainly therefore be- 
nes me to enquire what is the work allot- 

d me, and with vigour to ſet about it. | 
Emil. A very juſt obſervation ; for we are 
ot {ent into our Lord's vineyard, to ſquan® _Þ 
r away our time in wantonneſs and play, 
Wor fo waſte it in ſloth and negligence ; but 4 
ery ſervant there has his proper work al- 
ned, ſuited to his age and capacity. 
| 


Lem. But here again I am at a loſs; for tho? 
wvuſt I find a fincere and earneſt defire to lay 
Int my time and all my powers in the ſervice, 
and 


. p 88 
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+ and for the honour of that God, who ha 
laid me under ſuch ſtrong obligations to hin 


am and have, yet I think myſelf incapable g 5 
are capable, and by the divine aſſiſtance and , 


vince you by experience, that he will ſome 
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of this or the other of my young friends; 
ed, that God would open their eyes to lee thei 


tal fouls, and the value of that time they { 
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and to whom J have ſolemnly devoted all Wi 


doing any ſervice, and this gives me no ſmall 
uneaſineſs. 3 ; 
Emil. No, Lemira, young as you are, yo 


bleſſing, will J doubt not be rendered ver 
uſeful in your place. You have a large ac 
quaintance, and as it has pleaſed God to con 


times own and honour with ſucceſs the weak 
eſt endeavours to ſerve him, this ſtrengthen 
your obligation to a like atrempt, and ough 
to be a ſufficient encouragement to you to {4 
about the work with chearfulneſs and vigour 
. Lem. You ſay right; but alas! unſkillet 
as I am, how ſhall I go about a work of thi 
nature ? I can't but own I have often though 
with no ſmall degree of pity and compaſha 


and often wiſhed, and I truſt ſincerely pray: 


need of a Saviour, the worth of their immor 


ety trifle away; I have longed to havt 
them taſte thoſe moſt noble pleaſures, which 
would render all their vain amuſements mea 


know moſt of them are my ſuperiors in rank 


and older than I, and I fear I ſhall not haw 
courage to apply to them, and ſhould expe x 


enly derifion in return, 


FAMILIAR DIALOGUES. 39 
ith ſuch thoughts as you have now men- 
Ind join herewith the full conviction of your 
-ntiments will overcome all your backward- 
auſe of God, and for the benefit of thoſe 


dave diſcharged our duty, we muſt leave that 
vith him, who has all our hearts in his hand, 
But this I can aſſure you, that I have ſeldom 
nown a ſerious and affectionate application 


ith, and left ſuch conviction on the con- 
cience, as hath raiſed eſleem inſtead of aver- 
ſion, even where it hath not been the happy 
cans of changing the heart and life. But 


ect you fear; think, my dear Lemira, how 
you can take up your croſs and follow your 


runt of a profane jeer, or impious ſcoff: this 
has had no ſmall weight with me. 

Lem. You ſilence indeed all my objections, 
ut ſtill I am at a loſs how to begin; and I 


Introducing a diſcourſe on ſuch ſubjects. 


the greateſt part of your acquaintance are 
but herein I am too unſkilled myſelf, only 
would adviſe you to aſk, and you may hope 
to receive that wiſdom which is profitable to 
a C direct 


oned, when you come into their company, 
uty in this caſe, and I am perſuaded theſe 
eſs, and even force open your mouth in the 


ou converſe with; as to the event, when we 


ail of ſome ſucceſs; it has been attended 


ho' it ſhould in any inſtance produce the 


Redeemer (as every true chriſtian profeſſes it 
his reſolution to do) if you can't ſtand the 


hink a good deal depends on the manner of 
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Emil. Let but your breaft be freſh warmed 2 } 


Emil. It does ſo, eſpecially with ſuch as | 
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- 


— 


or to intrench on the piled of wood breedi 
or modeſty, I have found my account in en 
gaging them inſenſibly almoſt on ſuch ſabjeQy 
by repeating ſome verſes ; firſt it may beo 
moral, and then divine ſubjects, and 1o fron 
ſome. Nintss in them, took occaſion to begin; 
diſcourſe ; and I think you can ſay a greaf 
1 verſes. 

Lem. Ves, and a great many more ſince 
Pi you, for Lucy was continually bringin 
me one copy or other that ſhe thought ſuite 
me, one of which JI have brought with me 
ſhe gave it me but yeſterday, ſo I can t ſayl 
perfect. 1, 

Emil. Pray, my dear, read it, 

Lem. I was made by a reverend and piou 
fend of theirs in the country, for à you 
lady: and he being in town, Lucy got me 
copy of it. Tis a thought on recovery fron 
dangerous fickneſs, in which much of the 
pretence of God hath been experienced. 


J. 
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My God, thy ſervice well bands 
The remuant of my days: 
IF by was the fleeting breath renew'd 


But to renew thy praiſe 2 


II. 


Thine arms of everlaſiing love, 


Did this weak frame ſuflain ; 2 
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. * hen life in purple torrents flaw'd = MF 
1 From eqgry ſiuting vein. 4 
n "TY 3 
u III. 3 
: Thou when the pains of death were felt, 5 
gl Did'ſt chaſe the fears of hell ; 1 
8 Aud teach me with my quivering lips, = 
* Ti hy matchleſs grace to tell, 2 
n 9 
0 Calmly I _ my fainting head, ; 
+ On thy dear faithful breaſt ; I 
1 Plcas'd to obey my Father's call | _ 
To his eternal reſt. | - "2M 
Vu! : | V. . a 3 
FA Into thy hands, my Saviour Gl. 


Did I my foul refien ; DC +. 
In firm dependence on that truth, _ 
That made ſalvation mine. 


VI. 


Back from the borders of the grave 
At thy command I come; 

Nor would T urge a ſpeedier Ag Ut 
To my celeſtial home. 


Ez n 


* The lady” s !Uneſs was a vomitung of blocd, artended 


At u che moſt violent ſymptoms. 
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FF here thou aft ated 7 my abu 
There would I chooſe tobe; © 

For in thy preſence death 1s life, 
And carth is heaven with thee. 


FRY) Did you not tell me otherwiſe, | 
ſhould think they had been made on you. 

Lem. They are extremely ſuitable. M 
thinks when I read them, it brings me bad 
to my fick-bed, and almoſt renews both th 
torrows and joys of it. And I hope this fre 
quent review will be a means of keeping 
thoſe lively affections, which I find but ta 
apt to cool, as 1 come more into the wor 
again. 

Emil. We can't indeed be too much on on 
guard againſt the entanglements of a vai 
world, a tempting devil, and our own tre: 
cherous hearts; but our kind Redeemer hi 
promiſed, that his grace ſhall be ſufficien 
for us, and his ſtrength ſhall be made perfe 
in our weakneſs, Thus aided, thus ſtrength 
ened, you and I may go ſucceſsfully throuy 
every duty, and comfortably through eve 
trial, till our work is over, both in doing an 
ſuffering the will of God, and we ſhall re 
ccive the end of our faith and patience, eve 
the complete everlaſting ſalvation of 0 


ſouls. : 
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ö . mf dmitecdredrnhe$2ts 7 1 
DIALOGVERY 


Ween Mis Philomela, and Miſs Orinda, 
WL Diligence, and Obedience to Parents. 
. 1 Was in hopes I ſhould have ſeen you 
yeſterday, Orinda, you talk'd of com- 
Or. Yes, and would fain have dvds it bo. 
ut my mamma would not let me. I aſked 


le 


er a great many times; at laſt ſhe told me, 
at if I aſked her once 1 1 ſhould not 
o this month. 


Phil. What wes the matter ? I hope your 3 
hamma is not afraid that I ſhould teach you 
ny thing that 1 is bad. 

Or. No, *twas not for that indeed, fad my 
namma often praiſes you to me, and telſs 
ne, that *tis a great favour that you will ac- 
eptof my company, as I am fo much younger 
han you; but to tell you the true reaſon, it 
as becauſe ſhe would make me Hon {ome 7 
york I was about. 
Phil. If it was wanted, that was a very 
good reaſon, and you mould not have deſired ; 
O go Out. 

Or. No, it was not want | but to tell 
you the truth, I ſhould have done it above a 4 
veck ago. And fo my mamma ſaid becauſe: 
had been ſo idle, I ſhould not go out tilt it i 
vas done. 4 
Phil. Nay, then to tell you the ith; Orin- 
za, I think your mamma ſerv'd you very right. 
L 2 am 
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i, FAMILIAR DIALOGUES, 
l am ſure mine would have done the* ſame 
But then I hope you can come to-day. 

Or. No, I cannot. For I was ſo vexed iff 
not going, that I could not work; fo that 'tiff 
never the nearer being done for my ſtaying 
at home. | | Of 

Phil. I am ſorry you ſhould give me an ac 
count of yourſelf ſo different to what Ialway 
took you to be. W 


Or. Why, Philomela? What do you mean 
- Phil, I thought you had been very dutifi 
to your pane, and very diligent ; in bat! 
which, I find by what you ſay, you are ver 
defective. be : 

Or. I don't think I am undutiful indeed; 
if I had flipp'd out (as I could have done] 
and come to you, then you might have tax 
me with being undutiful. 

Phil. That would have been diſobcdiencl 
in the higheſt degree. But you own you wer 
ſo out of temper, that you did no work; thu 

_ proceeded from diſobedience. 
=_ Or. How can that be? I did not ſpeak un 
=__ handſomely to my mamma, | kept it to my elf 
Puil. Thatis as much as to ſay, you thought 
what you knew was not fit to ſpeak, which 1 
_ 'diſrc{pect to our parents, that God ſees and 
= takes notice of, tho' we hide it from them; and 
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hink of it, 'tis indeed diſobedience not to do 
rhatever your mamma would have you, 
hearfully. 3 


Or. I did not omit doing it, beeauſe I 
Jon't love work. 
Phil. Whether you love it or not, you 


e to do ſo much work for; I think tis 
enough for poor children to work, that muſt 
iclp to keep themſelves. 

Phil. Now herein you ſhew your want of 
hat honour and reſpect you ought to have 


you aſk me ſuch a ſtrange queſtion ? 
ueſtion; for by your talk one muſt imagine, 


namma, to know what is beſt for you #or 


Or. No indeed, 1 don't think ſo, but as I 


duell you, I don't love work: and one can't do 
euch of what is ſo very diſagreeable, as work 

iſh $ do me. 55 „„ 2 J 
e Phil, I can't ſay I am very fond of work 
tony more than you; but I am willing to do ic 
duo pleaſe my mamma, and ſhe has often made 
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peak louder than words ; and whenever you: 


ould diſobey my mamma, but becauſe 1 


dught to do it in obedience to your mamma. 
Or. I can't think what my mamma wants 


Phil. Truly (my dear) I think it no ſtrange 


that if ſhe knows better than you, ſhe don't 
ove you well enough to confider your good. 


or your mamma, by wondering at her con- 
luct, and in effect blaming her for it; as tho? 
you were more capable of judging what is pro= 
er than ſhe. Don't you think ſhe loves you? 

Or. Ves, to be ſure ſhe does; what makes 


ther that you have more ſenſe than your 


8 . 4 


3 ; peak againſt idleneſs, and recommend dili. 


and moſt ſaborious employments, and thereby 


_ mamma, the word of God, and the uncertain 
_ ty of every thing in life, all agree to require 
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5 FAMILIAR DIALOGUES. 
me to read thoſe places in the Proverbs which 


gence. "Bufites my mamma has told me of 


ſome of her acquaintance, who, when they 
were ehildren, were as unlikely as I to wantf 
to work for their living; and yet, (ſome hy 
the death of parents when they were young, 

others by loſſes or bad huſbands) were reduced 
ſo as to be forced to maintain themſelves; and 
then they thought they never could be thank- 
ful enough to their parents for bringing them 
to work young, and giving them ſuch. learn. 
ing, as enabled them to get their living in: 
genteel and creditable manner. Where 
without theſe qualifications, they muſt haye 
been obliged to ſubmit to ſome of the meaneſt 


have been ſorted with the loweſt ranks in life, 
Now what do you think of this, Orinda 2 Wl 
Or. Indeed I don't think about it. M 
mamma has often told me ſuch things, but 
don't mind them; I know the does it only to 
make me work hard, and mind my French and 
writing. 
Phi. I ſuppoſe. indeed that this is her reaſal 
for talking thus to you, and I think it 1s 4 
very good « one; I am ſorry it has had no bet 
ter effect on you; ; J am ſure I have. been 
more diligent in every part of my learning, 
fince I was convinced that my duty to m) 


me to make the beſt improvement can 
the liberal education my parents are fo wy 5 
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ch SO give me. Thoſe children who do not, act | 
WE oth very fooliſhly for themſelves, and very 
ndutifully and ungratefully to their parents. 
= Or. I muſt own there ſeems to be ſome rea- 
Won in what you ſay ; but yet 1 can't think 
Wy {lf very undutiful, becauſe J de any thing 
appa or mamma would have me, except in 


ire 


of OF __ = 
e his; and I do learn too, though not ſo faſt” 
nan they would have me. " 


Pi. No, I hope you don't deſerve the title 

Wf a very undutiful child; but we ſhould not 

Wc at all guilty of this fin: for don't you 

W now we are commanded by God to obey our 
Parents in all things, except they bid us do 
hat is finful, which I am ſure yours nor. 

pine will not. And therefore, Orinda, I can 


ſſure you, every time we don't readily fa, 


e. n with their pleaſure, every time we neglecck 


loing what they bid us, whether in one in- 


lance or another, we ſo often are guilty of 
t reaking this command of God, and thus draw 3 
to own bis anger upon us, as well as theirs. 


\nd I have heard it obſerved, that no fin is 
o frequently puniſhed in this world, as diſo- 


ſonedience to parents: and no duty ſo commons 
„y rewarded by God here, as a dutiful belhas 


jour. I beg therefore, dear Orinda, that you 
vill ſeriouſly confider theſe things; to which 
will add, we have not only the commands 
ind threatnings of God to excite us to the du- 


my | | pits | 
in, and awe, and reſtrain us from a contrary... 
un echaviour, but we have alſo promiſes to en- 
courage us, and the example of good children 
inn all ages to ſtir us up to an imitation of 
| Ty them. 
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_ you, for indeed I have a great kindneſs foi 


company than ever, now I find you both ſo 
able nd willing to give me inſtruction and 


on FAMILIAR” DIALOGUES: 


"them. Above all which is the bright eam. 
ple of our dear Redeemer; who though 2 
twelve years old he was capable of converlſing 
with the learned doctors to their wonder and 
aſtoniſhment, yet as a child, went home with 
his mother at command; and we read that he 
was ſubject to his parents. Now. furely wel 
can have no excuſe for not ſubmitting to oui 
parents, when He, the bleſſed 7ejus, who 
was able to inſtru his, would yet yield 
a moſt ſubmiſſive obedience to them. You 
may read the ſtory, - Luke, chap. ii. towards 

the end. 
Or. I am convinced that 1 have done 
wrong, and juſtly offended both God and my 

arents, and J promiſe you I'll try to amend 
* go to work hard, and then I believe l 
thatl have done to-day, and if I have, I know 

My mamma will let me come and ſee you to. 


Phi. Pray do, 1 ſhall be very glad to ſee 


ou; and 1 hope you won't take any thing 
III that I have ſaid, for *tis purely out of for 
to zou, that I have been inn 

Or. Philomela, I ſhould be very en 
if I did. I think myſelf much obliged to you 
for the pains you have taken with me to make 
me ſenſible of my fault. I ſhall love you the 
better for it, and be more defirous of -your 


advice. 


D I A- 


bi 


DIALOGUE XII. 


etwern Miſs Phillis, and Miſs Myle, on a 
ſuitable Behaviour in the Honſbip of God, | 


were wont to be fo briſk and 


rry Jam come to ſee you, are we cob: ? if you 
e ['Il go again. 


ways took pleaſure i in; but I am uneaſy, 
d have reaſon enough to be fo, 

Phil, Why, RE you been corrected for 
me fault ? 


uſt own I deſerved it ; for the reproofs 1 
we had, have fully convinced me of the 
inous nature of my offence. 


Phil. Pray what is it you have done, that 
pu thus condemn yourſelf ? 


have been guilty of wanton and very irre- 


d been corrected for it too, and yet have 


d family duties. 


Phil. If the caſe be fo, Mara, I am very 
glad 


Hat's the matter, that you who 


veral times offended herein, both in public 
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„ Jook ſo dull and dejected ? you are not 


. No indeed, Phillis your company L | 


My. I have not been corrected, though I 


My, Nay, I can't blame myſelf too mag 2 
d fo I believe you will ſay when tell yo. 


rent behaviour in the worſhipof God; and 
at greatly adds to my crime is, that Thave 
quently had the evil of it laid before me, 


greatly to be feared, and who has told us! 
will be had in reverence of all them that dra 
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co FAMILIAR DIALOGUES, 
glad to ſee this concern in you, and that you 
are at length brought to ſome ſenſe of you 
guilt; for I muſt own ſuch a behaviour call 
for deep repentance, and I hope you ar 
grieved both for the fin and ſhame. 
My. I hope I am. I am ſurel have-reaſoi 
to be aſhamed, that at my age, and under thi 
inſtructions I have had, I ſhould behave if 
as to be taken notice of, either in the churd 
or in the family. But when I conſider it as 
fin againſt God, it fills me with fear leſt 
ſhould, as he juſtly might, avenge himſelf oi 
ſuch a profaner of his name, and trifler in hi 
worſhip, as I have been. 

Phil. Indeed there is the greateſt reaſon 
guard againſt an unbecoming behaviour 
the worſhip of that God who is great, ai 


nigh to him: and I hope as you ſeem fo en 
fable of your fin, you will earneſtly implo 
Pardon, and not only confeſs, but forlaks 
ſince it is only to ſuch as do ſo, the promil 
of mercy 1s made. | 

A. I hope I ſhall, but indeed, Phillis 
am of ſo giddy, ſo thoughtleſs a temper, thi 
when I take up a reſolution of amending, 
break through it the next temptation thi 
offers. | 

Phil. You have then the more need to in 
plore the aids of divine grace to fix and col 
firm you in your good purpoſes. And if yd 
pleaſe I will give you a few directions thi 
were given me, and which I have found 
great adyantage. Wh 
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FAMILIAR DIALOGUES. 4 * 
27. Dear Phillis, tell me them, for I ſhall 
oe clad of any aſſiſtance you can give me. 2M 
> /;/. 1 was adviſed to conſider beforeT en- 
cd in duty, what I was going to engage 
=. A religious duty. A work of all others, 
e moſt important I can be employed in; 
my ſucceſs in which my everlaſting hap- 
neſs does depend. Again, that I ſhould 
ink who it is I am to have to do with in eve- 
part of worſhip, and that it is the great 
od, the maker of heaven and earth, In 
ayer, Lam pretending (atleaſt) to be ſpeak- 

to him, confeſſing my fins, and begging 
rdon for them, praiſing him for thoſe mer- 
es I have received, and praying him to be- 
dw on me thoſe I want: In hearing, God 
mſelf is ſpeaking to me; for to far as what 
e miniſter ſays is agreeable to the word of 
od, fo far 'tis God himſelf ſpeaks to us by 1 
m. And if it is very unbecoming, when our 
rents, governefs, or any of our ſuperiors 
eak to us, to take no notice of what they 
y ; certainly it muſt appear much more ab- 
rd when our heavenly Father 1s declaring. 
s will to us, and letting us know what he 
Kpects we ſhould do, to manifeſt by our be- 
avicur to all around us, that we ſhew no re- 
ard to him, are all the while taken up with 
ifles, if not worſe. Another, which is the 
ſt direction I ſhall recommend to you, is al- 
ays to keep in ſuch a poſture as may have the 
eateſt tendency to compoſe you to ſeriouſ- 
1s ; eſpecially to ſet a guard upon your eyes, 
Ihich are the great inlets to ſuch unſuitable 
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= £52 FAMILIAR DIALOGUES, 
thoughts as are a temptation to wanton andi 
reverent carriage; for where there is a wander 
ing eye, I believe there is ſeldom a fixe 
thought. I ſuppoſe the deſign of hiding thy 
face with a fan in prayer, fo generally uſed, i 
that the eyes may be kept from ſurroundini 
objects, and either cloſed, or turned upwari 
towards heaven, whilſt we are invoking till 
God of heaven, and in hearing; the keeping 
the eye fixed on the miniſter, would have 
great tendency to keep up our attention t 
what he ſays, and 1s on that account, yer 
proper, as alſo that good manners require oy 
turning towards and looking on our ſuperior 
whilſt they are giving us their inſtructions. 
M. I thank you very kindly, Phillis, an 
I hope I ſhall remember theſe directions, au 
allure you I'll try to put them in practice, an 
next time I ſee you will tell you my ſucceſ 
Phil. Pray do. I believe my time is ne: 
expired; but before J go, IL'Il ſay you ſom i 
verſes that were made on trifling in the wor 
ſhip of the great God, by a pious and inge. 
nious miniſter, for the uſe of children ; if yo 
like them, I will write you a copy. | 


' 


In God's own houſe for me to play 
While Chriſtians meet 10 hear and pray; 


1; to profane his holy place, 
Aud tempt th' Almighty to his face. 
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[ | | 4 
i When angels bow before the Lord, | | 

A deuils tremble at his word ; 
%% J, a finſiel mortal dare, < 

0 To mock, and ſport, and trifle there? 

III. „ f 
77; wrath might firike my guilty head, 
Aire from heaven might lay me dead, 
id ſend my careleſs ſoul to dwell | 
Aniaſi the gloomy flames of hell. 

d oy; : . E 

0 | 7 N 
Ven death the king of Fears ſhall come 

_ 7 call me to my lateſt home, 

7 hc thoughts of ſucha ſhameful part 

| With bitter pain may pierce ny heart, | 


V. 


reat God, compaſſionate and mild, 
Forgive the follies of a child; ; 

Leach me to pray, and mind thy word, 
That I may learn to ſerve the Lord. 


My. I ſhall be much obliged to you if you 

| write them for me, for I am ſure they are 

y ſuitable ; and I ſuppoſe it was ſome ſuch 
Wgity child as I, that occaſioned the gen- 
an's making of them. 


F 2 „ 
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= Phil. I believe it might; I know not thi 
_ cf they have had, but heartily wiſh the 

a may be a means of impreſſing with the great 

oY eſt ſeriouſneſs in worſhip, all thoſe youn 

Wi ones into whoſe hands they come. AdieuiM 

1 my dear Myra, I hope to ſee you ſoon at oi 
8 Houſe. . 
WO Cato ppfor pate pu fonmufe poten 

1 DIALO 6G U-E..XBIL. 

6 Between the ſame, on remembering what we hea 
. A. AM as good as my word, Philli, 
3 came to-night on purpoſe to tell y 
5 what good your inſtructions have done ni 
5 and the verſes you ſent me which I have g 
i by heart, | . r 
1 Phil. I ſhall be very glad to hear that 
" have been any way ſerviceable to you. 

. M. When you were gone, I wrote dos 
46h the directions you gave me, becauſe I knov 
„ have a very bad memory, and I have re 
1 them over and over, and endeavoured to thil 
4 of them and put them in practice, both 
Fl public and family worſhip; and I have foul 
5 ny ſelf much leſs diſpoſed to any unbecomi 
, eportment; and laſt Lord's-day I remembe 


ed more than ever I did in my life. 
Phil. I don't wonder you remember'd mot 
ſor the occaſion of young perſons not remeſ 
bering, is generally inattention; and 1ndet 
how thould they remember what the minil 
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, when they are thinking on other things 
dt of the time ? ſo that they bor ſeldom 
e notice enough even to hear the WO 
ch leſs to retain them. 2 

My. 1 believe indeed what you 60771 is true; 
ough J uſed to think it excuſe ſufficient 2 : 
A that I had no memory, and therefore 
ought it very hard that an account was re- 
ired of me. | 


t been uſed to wind; and when I muſt tell 
nething, or have anger, I ufed to get a 
ace of ag ipture or a ſentence or two of ſome 
the bigger ones, that 1 might have fome- 
ng % ay to my governeſs, and this I 
ought enough. But whom it pleaſet God to 
home the inſtructions I. had on my heart, 
began to fee my own concern in the 
id preached, 1 ſoon heard it in another 
anner; then J attended diligently to find out 
at In the diſcourſe was moſt fuitable to me; 
d from that time, I found it no difficulty to 
ve ſome tolerable account of a ſermon. 
Hz. You have to be ſure a much better 
emory than I ; for as to a tolerable account 
a ſermon, I ſhall never be able to give it, 
ercfore with my. mamma would not aſk 
e. 
Phil. Dow! t ſay ſo, Myra, for I can. aſſure 5 
bu I am very thankful that an account was 
quired of me; for till you have tried 
rhile, you can 't conceive how much your 
Fmory will 1 1 5 by uſing it. 
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Phil. So did I, two years ago; fx I had - | 
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5a 56 FAMILIAR DIALOG UES. 
a My. But 1 ſhall never be able to tell any} 
thing in order, I am ſure ; and I am too big 
now to lay a few proofs, nd a ſentence or two 
like alittle child. I ſuppoſe you can tell ſome 
heads, can't you ? 
Phil. Yes, Myra, when they are not very 
long, I can commonly tell moſt of them. 1 
My. So thought, and if I could do fo, 1 
Mould like to do it very well ; but that I ne- 
ver {hall. | | >; 
Phil. I don't at all queſtion your doing iti 
In a very little time, if you go on to attend 
diligently ; ; for hereby your knowledge wil 
Increaſe, which will be a great help to your 
memory, and above all, if you once come to 
be thoroughly ſenſible how nearly you are 
concerned herein, this will impreſs on your 
memory, as well as heart, what you hear.— 
And as to the method, as you have the ad- 
voantage of being inſtructed herein, you'll ſoon 
| come to underſtand i it, Which is one great be 
nefit we receive by being examined; ol 
have heard a great many people lament it, 
3 that they WES not put into a method of re- 
| membering when they were young, and ſpeazll 
of it as the reaſon why they could. never give 
a regular account of any diſcourſe ; therefor 
let me beg you to go on with diligence, and 
1 you need not fear ſucceeding. 
Jh. You give me ſome hope indeed ; I'll 
try, and fee if * can remember more nen 
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DIALOGVE XIV. 


| Betroeey the ſame, on the Uſe to. be made of 3 


hat is heard. 


ELL, Myra, I hope you were as 
| good as your word, and gave a- 
diligent attention to what you heard yeſterday. 
| Mb. I have endeavoured it, but I am ſo 
giddy, 'tis hard fot me to fix my mind ; and 
my memory I an fatisfied is. bad, iay "what 

on will. 

Phil. But I hope you remembered a little 
more than you did laſt day. 

My. Yes indeed fo I did, my mamma praiſe 
ed me very much. 


Phil We. 


Phil. Then I think you have ſufficient en- 


couragement to go on. Pray did you not 
think Mr. - very excellent? 

My. Yes; I thought he was; I was much 
affected with ſome paſſages in the ſermon, 

Phil. Pray what were they? 

My. I can't give you a, good account; but 
it was on the uſe of examination, and alſo 
when he was preſſing the exhortation i in the 
text. a 
V hil. He was very affecting in that part; 
and I hope, as you took particular notice of it, 
you according to his direction put the queſ- 
tion to yourſelf, whether you have heard the 
voice of Chrift in the Soſpel, or not. 


8.75 


nat night when mamma talked.over "this ſermon 


3 a FAMILIAR DIALOGUES, 
” Mz. I can't fay but I had ſome thoughts 
- about my ſelf whilſt I was hearing; and alſo 


to me, and put me on applying it to myſelf. 

Phil. Well, and which of the two ſortz 

did you. think you. muſt count. yourlelf 
among * _ 
My. Fruly I ſaw reaſon enough to e 
that L had not hearkened to the voice of Chriji, 
nor accepted: of him and the ſalvation he of- 
fers. But alas! Lam. ſo careleſs, that [ have Wi 
not had a: thought about it to- -day.. 

Phil.. But, Myra,. don't you think it a ſad 
thing that you ſhould find reaſon to draw 
ſuch a concluſion againſt yourſelf, and yet be 
unconcerned about it, though you had the 
dreadful conſequences of hardening the heart 
againſt the calls of * ſet. before you in ſo 
awful a manner?“ 

My. Lis very true ; but you who are more 
grave and ſolid, can't think how difficult it 
'1s for me to fix my. mind on.any. thing long 
together. 

Phil. Ves I can; for I was as thoughtleſs 
as you can be, and found it as hard to take off 
my mind from thoſe trifling amuſements that 
take up childrens time and thoughts. But 
when it pleaſed God to convince me of the 
value of my immortal. ſaul, and the abſolute 
neceſſity there was of my applying to Chriſt 
for ſalvation in that way the gofpel propoſes, 
if I would eſcape the wrath. to come; then 


ſay, I ſoon found my thoughts begin to fix 


on theſe important ſubjects: and ſo will 
y our's, 
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your's, if once you come to a full conviction + Þ 
of theſe things: Do you think a perſon 
hat has been condemned to die, can have 
ong out of his mind the ſentence he -heard 
cad? No more will you be able to throw _ 
put of your thoughts thoſe threatnings that 
hre in the word of God againſt the ſinner, til! 
ou come to ſome good hope that you have 
obtained a pardon. | 
My. Dear Phillis, Jam convinced my con- 
dition is very ſad ; but what ſhall I do? 
Phil. You were told yeſterday what it is to 
hear Chriſt's voice, and to accept of his ſalva- 
tion ; you may turn thoſe particulars into 
directions. 

My. I don't remember them, but I can get 
my mamma to tell me them again. 
Phil. Pray do, and above all, be very ear- 
neſt in your prayers to God that he will ny 

on convictions to converſion, 


B. -- . puter {enter Prefer patCetd 
DIALOGUE 36> 


6 


Between the ſame, on Encouragement re- 
ceived in Hearing. | 


. dear Phyllis, J am exceeding 
glad to ſee you. | 
Phil. 1 came as ſoon as I could, becauſe + 
I long to know whether thoſe convictions you 
were under when I left you, had any farther 
influence on you. 


My, 
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. I hope they have. I have frequently 
reflected on what then paſt, and got my mam. 
ma, to tell me thoſe heads, which I wrote 
down. But I. have had many diſcouraging 


| fears; and what hath greatly added to the 


concern J was under, was the news we hal 
this morning of the death of Mafter , 
who you know is juſt about my age. 

Phil. That indeed is a loud call to you, 
and all of us young ones, to prepare for 4 
without delay. Tis very awful to think that 
he who was fo well as to be at play about the 
houſe laſt night, ſhould before this morning. 
light, be called into the eternal world. Here 
15 enough indeed to quicken you to diligence, 
but nothing to drive you to deſpair; you 
ought rather with thankfulneſs and praiſe to 


adore the divine goodneſs and mercy. in ſpar- 


ing you, and giving you time and ſpace for 


| repentance, and. the encouraging promiſes 


© word. Methought 'twas as if Mr. 


made to every repenting, returning finner, 
we have had fully laid before us this after- 
noon. 

My. So we have ; and this is what I was 

going to tell you. I can't but admire the 
* goodneſs of God in ſending me fo ſuitable a 
had 
known all that had paſt in my mind, „ and 
preached the ſermon. on. purpole for me.— 
That when J was under ſuch diſtreſſing; fears 
lleſt Chrift ſhould refaſe to receive me into 
his favour, I ſhould: as it were hear him ſay 
to me, I love them that love me, and thoſe that 


Sues me nt al find me. The comfort I have 
re- 


eceived from this diſcourſe, and the pleaſure 
hat it filled my mind with, to hope 'that I 


er years, as to find him, and be partaker of 
is grace and love, is too great for me to ex- 
reis. 15 | | | 2 


o much ſatisfaction in your own mind; and I 
ope God will perfect what he has begun in 
ou, and grant you grace to devote yourſelf en- 
rely to him, and alſo to perſevere in his ways. 
My. God grant I may. I am ſenſible 
we a deceitful heart within, and there's a a 
mpting devil, and an enſnaring world with- 
ut, all which will try to draw me off from 
od and my duty. But under the diſcou- 
zgements, fuch thoughts have occaſioned 
de, fince I came home, that place came with 
eight on my mind, My grace is ſufficient for 
ee, my flrength is made perfect in weakneſs ; and 
bus ſtrengthened, I may perform the hardeſt 
ties, and bear the heavieſt affliction. 0 
1s! there is ſo much difference between 
e temper of my mind now, and what 1t has 
xn for ſome days, that I ſeem as if I was 
another world ; I feel within my breaſt a 
y which I never felt before. 8 
Phil. No, Myra, the joys that flow from re- 
gion can only be felt by thoſe whoſe hearts 
c changed by the grace of God. This is a 
y that the ſtranger intermeddles not with, 
ows nothing of, a joy vaſtly exceeding that 
eaſure which ariſes from any of our youth- 
| recreations ; and may you, my dear 
a 738 Mira, 
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hould be enabled ſo to ſeek Chriſt in my te- J 


Phil. Jam rejoiced to find you have obtained 


Ma. RAY Eliza, ſit down a little, for | 


'g2 FAMILIAR DIALOGUES. 
Myra, increaſe in this and every other grace, 


till you are made mect for the world of end. 
leſs and unmixed joy. 


-. ROI IEC RE A CEN REAR TAPIE 
DIALOGUE. XVII. 


Betwoeer Miſs Eliza, and Miſs Maria, tw 
Hſters. 


want to have ſome talk with you, 

Eli. That I will willingly, for my mam. 
ma is ſo engaged in company, that ſhe won! 
want us yet : what is it you have got to tel 
me? 

Ma. I believe you could not but Percent 
the concern I was under at Miſs —'s death, 
for I had a great kindneſs for her; and as wt 
were much of an age, you know ſhe was! 
very ſuitable companion for me. But thi 
concern for her death has been * the night 
ſhe was buried, changed into the greateſt feat 
and perplexity about myſelf. You remembe 
what diſcourſe you and I had that evening 
don't you? 

Eli. Yes, frei at; it. I remember! 
took occaſion from this inſtance of mortality! 
to remind you of the uncertainty of life; a 
obſerved, that the voice of every ſuch provi 
dence to us is, Be ye alſo ready. | 

Ma. You did ſo, and alfo told me, that wt 
ought to put the queſtion to ourſelves, Y 

rea 
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ach to die? That I might have been taken, 
nd ſhe left to have held up the pall at my 
meral, as I have done at her's ; that it was 
ot improper to inquire what my condition 
ould have been, had that been the caſe; and 
we knew not which of us ſhould be called 
ext, we ought not to reſt ſatisfied till we Had 
ound to hope we were prepared for this 
reat and awful change. e 
Eli. I remember this now, and that you 
ere much grieved for the loſs of your com- 
anion 3 but I could not perceive by any 
ing I could get out of you, that the thoughts 
your own death, or a future ſtate, had made 
ny 1 impreſſion on your mind 

Ma, Not much indeed, till your ſeaſonable 
Ivice put me upon ſerious reflection. T'got > * 

myſelf, and endeavoured to ſearch my own * 
cart and conſider my ways; and upon a itrict © 
quiry, ſaw too much ground to fear that 
was a ſtranger to that repentance which is 
nto life, and that faith which works by love, 
d purifies the heart; that all my religion 
dnfiſted in keeping from the grofler acts of 
n, and attending on public and family wor- 
ip, and ſometimes ſecret prayers. But 
at all this was owing to the religious edu- 
ation we haye had, and not from any real 
elight J found in duty, or any defire herein 
o teſtify my obedience to God, The. va- 
lous conflicts J felt in my own mind, the 
emptations I had to ſtifle theſe convictions, 
s have before done, I cannot tell you; but 
articularly was I aſſaulted with this temp- 
; 5 tation 
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tation, that it was time enough for. me n 
think on, religion ſome years hence. 
Eli. The inſtance of mortality fo ately 
before your eyes, and I ſuppoſe not out off 
your thoughts, was a ſufficient argument wi 
repel the force of ſuch a temptation. 
H4a. That's true, one might well think (0.08 
but, alas ! I know not whether I ſhould g 
have been carried away by. it, had it no 
pleaſed God to lay his hand upon me, which 
much alarmed me again, and tk under th 
utmoſt concern, leſt, I ſhould be taken aw 
before I had made effectual provifion for ti 
happineſs, of my immortal foul, Ml 
42 Well Maria, I think you heard a ver 

ſuitable diſcourſe to-day. 
Ma. 1 did fo; and I can't but admire th; 
hand of God in it, that I ſhould be ſo deff 
rous to go, notwithſtanding the diforder! 
was under (which you know made mamm 
loth to have me go) for it was a ſeaſon which 

I truſt will never be forgot by me. 5 
Eli. I was very glad you went, and thought 
the diſcourſe peculiarly ſuitable to you, 38 
was your birth-day. But now I know whal 
had paſſed in your mind before, it appears 
have been much more ſo. It was a moſt eq: 


couraging ſermon to young ones. "1 
Ma. When Mr. named the te 
IF ilt thou not from this time cry unto me, my £0 
ther, thou art the guide of my youth ? Methougullt 
every word ſeemed directed to me in particu: p 

4 


lar; and it was with eagerneſs and delight 
attended both to the opening and app yin 
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pf them. This afternoon I have been ſome 
ime retired, reflecting on what I had heard, 
ad applying it to my telf after the following 
anner: „I am now twelve years old, ſhall 
not then from this time, this remarkable 
ay, take God for my Father, ſince he is gra- 


0;Miouſly pleaſed to offer to adopt me for his 
oh i1d ? He will abundantly make up the lofs 
oof ny carthly father; he will be as ready and 
ore able to be the guide of my youth, if I 
mmit myſelf to his conduct.“ Theſe and 
ch like reflections were followed by a 
hol !! reſolution to delay no longer the 1mpor- 
nt affair; and I truſt I have now with my 
hole heart given up myſelf to God in Coral, 
ut myſelf under the conduct of his Word 
Mid Spirit, and entered into covenant, to be 
om this day his obedient child; and he has 


zen pleaſed to teſtify his acceptance of the 
lemn ſurrender I have made of myſelf to 
m, by the peace and joy I have felt in my 
vn breaſt, which I longed to let you know, © 
Ing very ſenſible of the greatneſs of your 
ve for me, and the concern you have ſhewn 
r my welfare, eſpecially what relates tomy 
erlaſtigg happineſs. 

Eli. Dear Maria, this news rejoiceth my 
art; now I truit my wiſhes and prayers for 
pu will be fully anſwered ; now I with a 


dw I have one to converſe with on religious 
bjects, which I had not before, having no- 
dy I could be free with. I hope now (my 

dear) 


w pleaſure look upon you, as related to me, ü 
t only in the bonds of nature, but grace 
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8 FAMILIAR DIALOGUESY 
dear) we ſhall ſpend many pleaſant hours to 
gether, in ſuch converſation as ſhall be mal 
for our mutual comfort and edification. 
Ma. Pray let us go by ourſelves as often 
we can, for I ſhall be glad of your affiſtangg 
to confirm and ſtrengthen me in the ways 
—_ _ 


* 


5 74 g 5 0 
1 
| i 


* [ 


* 4 * 


7 


I 5 1 af l 
; Y 
Hs 


+. 88 

& +Þ 
* 

I . +18 
I 4 


. 


*»% * | | 


2 * 


r r "101d 


4 | 
* 
| Th A 
| * f 1 
. 111 A 
; | | 
N Py 
, * Mo 
— 2. 
* S + 4 
* 


